APD Principal Burris gains consensus, insight from Industry Executives on Purchasing Software at OESA conference

July 20, 2005, PLYMOUTH, MI – In an effort to gain insight on industry-specific computer software, Jeoff Burris, founder and principal of Advanced Purchasing Dynamics, led a roundtable discussion at the June 2005 Original Equipment Supplier Association (OESA) Chief Purchasing Officers Council meeting. 

Burris explains that “through a survey of meeting participants, we identified the top four desired capabilities of cost analysis software.”  They include:

· Transactional efficiency with legacy quote processes and purchase order databases 

· Long range supplier quote comparisons based on forecasted economic scenarios  

· Sophisticated analyses to identify cost-out opportunities within commodity groups 

· Decision making assistance for manufacturing process and country sourcing alternatives 

“We also discovered,” observes Burris, “that auto suppliers were not satisfied with off-the-shelf IT solutions in meeting the top four requirements.”  In his role as mediator and group leader, Burris noted that vendor software primarily falls into two major categories: product life cycle management and costing solutions. Product life cycle management software tends to integrate well into existing quoting processes and databases, but falls short in forecasting requirements. Costing solution software tends to support sales quoting requirements, but does not integrate easily into legacy transactional purchasing systems. 

Founded with the mission of helping companies profoundly expand their procurement skills, Plymouth, Michigan-based Advanced Purchasing Dynamics works with manufacturing-oriented companies throughout the Midwest.  APD seeks accelerated and sustainable reductions in materials costs while developing and strengthening purchasing organizations. 

